LETTERS/EMAILS FOR PARENTS 

Letter 1: Competition 

Dear       ,

I live relatively close to three gas stations. One of them sits alone on a busy road and the gas is always the most expensive. The other two are right across the street from one another on a similarly busy road, and the cost of gas at those two stations is usually much cheaper.  These gas stations are all within a few miles of each other, but one thing keeps the cost down at the two that sit across the street from each other: competition.  

The average public school spends $13,907 per student each year. The average tuition at a non-public school is between $3,500 and $6,500.  Because non-public schools have been competing for students since their inception, they have found more efficient and effective ways to provide academically excellent education for less money.  

Pennsylvania public schools have had ample opportunities - and plenty of money - to improve their academic results and offer safe, nurturing environments for our children.  Waiting any longer is detrimental to our children.  It is time that we give all parents other educational options for their children.  I bet that the same concept that keeps gas prices down in my neighborhood – competition - will ultimately improve our public school system as well. 

Please support school choice legislation that offers BOTH an increase in EITC funds AND a voucher program. As your constituent, I expect you to vote for school choice when it comes before the legislature.

Letter 2: Cost to the State

Dear    ,

The constant refrain being sung by the opposition to school choice is that of a supposed crippling increase in spending.  While an increase in spending frightens most Pennsylvanians as we continue to tighten our family budgets and worry about the spending of our government, there is one major flaw in the argument: it is not true. 

Schools, just like other organizations, are cutting their costs and improving efficiency.  In the past eight years, state educational spending has increased by 40%, to $26 billion per year, and yet student achievement remains stagnant.  The average public school spends $13,907 per student each year. The average tuition at a non-public school is between $3,500 and $6,500.  Vouchers will not exceed the tuition cost at the school and the difference will even be returned the state, which we all know could benefit from those funds. 

Pennsylvania should make academically excellent schools available and affordable to families who are only trying act in the best interest of their children. We need to shift the focus of this conversation from what is best for the bureaucracy of the school districts to what is best for our children, and, ultimately, our future.  

Please support school choice legislation that offers BOTH an increase in EITC funds AND a voucher program. As your constituent, I expect you to vote for school choice when it comes before the legislature.

Letter 3: Leave Partisanship out of the debate 

Dear    ,

When discussing the education of our children, who are our most precious resource and the best chance we have for correcting so many of the ills in society, adults need to leave the politics at the door of the capitol building. This is simply an issue of what is best for children and for their parents. Even though public school spending has increased 40% in the past eight years, we aren’t seeing any positive return for that money. Test scores, parent satisfaction and student graduation rates are not increasing. It is time to arm parents with the ultimate educational weapon: the choice of the best institution for their child.

 Please support school choice legislation that offers BOTH an increase in EITC funds AND a voucher program. As your constituent, I expect you to vote for school choice when it comes before the legislature.

Letter 4: Parents are primary educators 

Dear    ,

As a parent, I understood my daughter’s learning style and taught her so many basic skills: how to eat with a fork and spoon, how to recite her ABCs, how to tie her shoes.  Those moments of learning and discovery are my most cherished as a parent.  As parents, we are, quite simply, the first and primary educators of our children. 

As our children age, we take on more colleagues in the work of education –babysitters, day care workers and, most importantly, teachers.   Teachers are vitally important to my daughter’s development as a student and as a member of community; teachers impart knowledge that I don’t have or that I’ve long forgotten. They offer guidance and measure success. However, I remain the CEO of my daughter’s education. And yet, when the public schools are failing my child, offering little to no improvement for her academically, I have nowhere to turn.

Senate Bill 1 puts me back in charge of my daughter’s education, just as I should be. It gives me the chance to be selective, instead of resigning myself to send her to the only school I can afford. Please support school choice so that parents can become the CEOs of their children’s education and development.

Please support school choice legislation that offers BOTH an increase in EITC funds AND a voucher program. As your constituent, I expect you to vote for school choice when it comes before the legislature.

Letter 5: General Message

Dear     ,

As your constituent and concerned citizen, I strongly support school choice.

Providing a quality education for our children is the most critical investment we can make for our future. Parents have the duty and responsibility to provide the best education possible for their children. They have a right to determine which school will best meet the needs of their children. The state should support parents in meeting this obligation.

I would like you to support legislation that increases the successful EITC program and creates a voucher program. Vouchers may or may not help me today, but they will help low-income families and will free up EITC funds that can assist both low- and middle- income families now. 

School choice is not a public vs. private school issue; just as public schools have continued to receive funding while EITC has grown, so too will they receive funding when vouchers are passed. Rather, school choice empowers families to find the best educational environment for their student. 

As your constituent, I am asking you to pass school choice legislation that contains vouchers and an increase to EITC.  

On behalf of my family and all of Pennsylvania's students and parents, thank you for supporting school choice. As your constituent, I expect you to vote for school choice when it comes before the legislature.

SCRIPT FOR LEGISLATOR VISIT OR PHONE CALL

As your voting constituent, I am asking you to support an increase in the EITC program and the creation of a school choice voucher program.

Providing a quality education for our children is the most critical investment we can make for our future. Parents have the duty and responsibility to provide the best education possible for their children. They have a right to determine which school will best meet the needs of their children. The state should support parents in meeting this obligation.

I would like you to support legislation that increases the successful EITC program and creates a voucher program. Vouchers may or may not help me today, but they will help low-income families and will free up EITC funds that can assist both low- and middle- income families now. 

School choice is not a public vs. private school issue; just as public schools have continued to receive funding while EITC has grown, so too will they receive funding when vouchers are passed. Rather, school choice empowers families to find the best educational environment for their student. 

As your constituent, I expect you to vote for school choice – an increase to EITC and vouchers - when it comes before the legislature. 

